
 

 

Kindergarten 
Language Arts 

AKS = Academic Knowledge and Skills: the curriculum your child will learn this year in school.   

AKS: ask and answer questions about key details in a text, such as who, what, when where, why, and how, 

with prompting and support 

This means… 

I can tell who is in the story. 

I can tell what is happening. 

 

This looks like… 

Action 1: The student can listen to a story, look at the 

picture, and answer the question: Who is in the story? 

Action 2: The student can listen to a story, look at the 

picture, and answer the question: What is happening? 

 

Activity Title: Read, Look, Talk                                             

Materials needed:  

1. a favorite picture book for the parent to read aloud to the child 

2. a favorite picture book for the child to read aloud to the parent 

3. an online text that is read aloud for the parent and child to listen to together: 

https://www.getepic.com/sign-in or https://www.gwinnettpl.org/ 

 

Bookmark with the questions: Who? What’s happening?  
 

Directions:  

Before reading:  

1. Show your child the cover of the book.  Allow them to flip through the pages to look at the 

pictures.  

2. Make a prediction:  What do you think the story will be about? Why do you think that? 

 

During reading:  

1. Read aloud 2 or 3 pages to your child. 

2. Look at the pictures and say “tell me what you see.”  (Example: a horse, grass, a barn) 

https://www.getepic.com/sign-in
https://www.gwinnettpl.org/
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3. Talk about the story. Use the bookmark to remind yourself and the child to ask: Who is 

in the story? What are they doing? (Example: The horse is in the story. He is eating 

grass.)   

4. Be sure to give your child an opportunity to ask and answer questions. 

5. Repeat by stopping every few pages to READ, LOOK, and TALK. 

 

After reading:  

Ask your child: What was your favorite part of the book? What do you think will happen next? What did 

you learn from the story? Was your prediction about the story correct? 

If the activity is too hard, try this:  

1. Naming what is in the pictures. 

2. Say what’s happening based on the pictures. Accept reasonable answers. 

3. Model your own thinking. Read a few pages. Stop to look at the pictures. Point things out to your 

child and name them. (Look, there is a horse.) Then talk about the story. (The horse is eating 

grass. I wonder if he thinks grass is yummy.) 

If the activity is too easy, try this:  

1. Adding on questions: Where is the story happening? (Outside, in a field, near the barn) 

2. Why did they do that? (The horse ate the grass because he was hungry.) 

3. How did they do this? (The horse bent over and used his teeth to eat.) 

4. Act out the story to show “HOW” the character did something. 

If the activity is just right, try this:  

1. Choose another book and repeat the 

activity. 

2. Use ? & lightbulb sticks  

○ As you read, when you think of a 

question, hold up the question 

stick and ask it. 

o When you can answer the question 

that was asked or you have an 

idea, use the lightbulb stick.  (This 

helps children differentiate 

between asking a question and 

making a statement.) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHO is in the story? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What are they 
doing? 
 

  

READ, LOOK, TALK 
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